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2018 Founders Award Recipient 

Gary Harkless – When the Green Valley Bowling Alley closed its doors 5 years ago, Gary Harkless 

selflessly stepped up and single-handedly volunteered to keep the BAJA Bowling League in place by 

moving our league bowling to the Cactus Bowl in Tucson.  The first couple years were touch-and-go, 

and Gary spent numerous hours recruiting new bowlers and fine tuning the league into a 

competitive yet ‘FUN’ league.  He took 10 teams of 4 bowlers each into the inaugural season and 

grew it to 15 teams in his 4th and final year as Commissioner in 2017.  During his third season, Gary 

created and coordinated the 1st BAJA Bowl-A-Rama, which invited any and all BAJA members to 

participate in a 9-pin No-Tap bowling tournament with prize money going to the top two bowlers in 

men’s and women’s categories.  This program has been widely successful in intermingling non-

bowling BAJA members with BAJA league bowlers and the Bowl-A-Rama just enjoyed its third 

successful season. 

When this journey first started, Gary promised me 3 years but opted to give us a 4th year when 

nobody stepped up as his replacement.  Unfortunately, a setback developed during this 4th year 

when Gary was diagnosed and underwent treatment for prostate cancer.  He stayed the course, 

however, and completed a 4th successful year as Bowling Commissioner but informed me afterwards 

that he was tired and would not be serving a 5th year as Commissioner.  Gary recruited Ed Karnes as 

his replacement as Bowling Commissioner this year and has supported Ed in the transition to a 

seemingly even more successful BAJA bowling program. 

On behalf of the BAJA Board of Directors unanimous support, it is with great pleasure, admiration, 

and respect that I present Gary Harkless as recipient of the 2018 BAJA Founders Award. 
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