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NEWSLETTER
Plans are in the works to start off the 2014 

winter season with a BAJA Fun Day. With the 
purpose of celebrating the "BAJA community”, 
and connecting with sponsors and affiliates, a 
morning of fun, food and games (both athletic and 
non-athletic) will start the season on Friday, 
January 3rd.  
 Leading the charge for this event is Wally 

Towne, "It is a time for our club to come together 
sharing fun and laughter. I was inspired by the 
Canoa Park dedication event, which was very 
rewarding to our club. We are much more than a 
group of teams in two separate leagues and things 
like this bring us together as a community. With 
January 1st falling on a Wednesday next year, it is a 
good time for this event on the first Friday of the 
new year. The start of the season league softball 
games will be on the following Monday, January 
6th”.

 Softball players, wearing their new team 
uniforms (which will be passed out that day by the 
team managers) along with golfers, bowlers, 
sponsors, park officials, spouses, invited 
community leaders, will come together and share 
food, games and laughter.

 The day will start off with a song or two 
played by the local high school band and 
presenting of the flag by the high school ROTC. 
The two fields will be set up with 10-12 different 
games and events such as; softball bucket toss, 
whiffle ball accuracy hitting, softball accuracy 
throwing, chicken poop raffle, ASA new bat raffle, 
golf accuracy.

 Each softball team will manage one event. 
Golf and bowling will each have a contest as well. 
Team managers will sign up their players, player’s 
spouses, and sponsors in the different events. The 
top three players in each event will choose from 
the prize table at the end of the day. Team prizes 
will be awarded as well.

 Selected food trucks will be invited to the 
park for the event. We’ll encourage everyone to 
plan on a food truck purchase and a few dollars for 
the raffle participation.

 The event will conclude with a very 
entertaining “base running event”. The details will 
remain secret at this time, but it should prove to 
be entertaining and down right funny.

 Mark your calendars and plan to be a part of 
the first BAJA Fun Day, January 3rd, 2014, 10:00 
a.m. - noon.

BAJA Fun Day Planned

Sports! • ! Community ! •! Charity ! •! Fraternity

June so!ba" lineup. Photo by Dawn Morley
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BAJA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The new Board has already had two meetings with new members 

Bob Barry and Jim Welsch who replaced the expired terms of Jim Hill 
and Andy Lynch. Board priorities for this year include developing a 
yearly budget for each of the sporting activities and social events to 
balance expenses with revenues.

The Board has approved the first BAJA sponsored softball 
tournament for the Wounded Warrior Project at the new Canoa 
Preserve Park, and will be conducting a Fun Day to open the winter 
seasons for all BAJA members.

Remember that BAJA is a community service and charitable 
organization in addition to a sporting club. BAJA members are 
encouraged to give back to the community in appreciation for all BAJA 
has to offer. 

Next year’s membership application will list opportunities for 
members to participate in community activities. Each member should 
find a way to support the community through food drives, hazardous 
waste drives, donations to the food bank, etc.

One way to show support for BAJA and the community is to take 
part in the annual White Elephant Parade on October 26, 2013. BAJA 
participation has been dwindling recently so we need to step it up this 
year.

As a charitable organization BAJA continues to give time and 
money for those in Green Valley that are not as fortunate as we are. At 
it’s last meeting the BAJA Board acted to donate proceeds from last 
year’s 50/50 raffles to Friends in Deed, Valley Assistance Services, and 
the Green Valley Food Bank. This year we had $450 in the 50/50 Fund 
and should try to do even better next year! Buy those 50/50 tickets!

Bi" O’Ma"ey

NEW SOFTBALL SCOREBOARDS
BAJA announces that our new fields will be 

adorned with new 
scoreboards for 
the 2014 BAJA 
softball season.  
Through the 
generous 
sponsorship of 
Mary Fisher at La 
Posada Java and 
Joe Rieman of 

Triple Play, professional scoreboards will upgrade 
our beautiful new softball fields next season.

Portable, battery operated, lighted scoreboards 
will be set up for game days during league play. The 

boards are 30” long, 16” tall and weigh 14 pounds.  
They are operated with wireless remote controls. 
They will be affixed to 8’ poles on the fence line on 
each field in the 3rd base area, angled toward home 
plate and the first base dugout. The boards will be 
removed at the end of each day and stored with our 
other equipment. The face has a bulletproof front 
panel.

Having scoreboards will increase the enjoyment 
level of spectators. They will also be a benefit for 
the players waiting for the next game. They will be a 
great addition to the fields when we sponsor future 
tournaments as well.

BAJA softball players should go out of their way 
to mention a “thank you” to Joe at Triple Play and 
the Mary Fisher at La Posada Java.



BORN AGAIN JOCKS ASSOCIATION!JUNE 2013

! PAGE 3

Most of us agree about the positive things we 
get through our participation in BAJA; friendships, 
healthy activity, social interaction, competition, 
but member Greg Pettet adds another benefit that 
BAJA has given him… life.

 Greg moved to Green Valley nine years ago at 
age 49. Unlike most BAJA members his reason 
wasn’t to retire and live the good 
life playing golf and softball. 
Pettet, diagnosed with a terminal 
disease and given a short time to 
live by his doctors, came to 
Green Valley to spend that time 
with his parents.  

 For the first two years, 
Greg came out to watch his dad, 
Husten, play BAJA softball. He’d 
sit beyond the outfield, privately 
grinding through his physical 
symptoms. Then he made a 
decision. “I used to play baseball. I can do this.” 
The next time he went back to his doctor, he told 
them, “I’m gonna play softball with my dad, so I’m 
not taking this drug anymore.” His doctors began 
to understand something about Greg—his intense 
personal drive and his ownership over his medical 
treatment.

 To the utter amazement of his doctors and 
the medical community, Greg is not only still alive 
but he is playing competitive softball and doing 
other things like hiking Madera Canyon.

 In 2003, Pettet was a healthy 47-
year-old, living in Phoenix, successful 
in the cell phone industry, driving a 
Jag, a ski boat, even doing cliff diving. 
On a cool winter day he was helping a 
friend build a patio. His friend loaned 
Greg a sweatshirt, which had been in 
the basement. The sweatshirt 
contained several bark scorpions and 
before Greg could get it off he had 
been stung at least ten times on his arm 
and chest. He was rushed to the ER and spent two 
days in the hospital receiving the anti-venom 
treatment. Six months later he was diagnosed with 
a terminal disease called pulmonary hypertension.

 For 3 ½ years Pettet endured painful daily 
needle treatment and a grueling regimen of 
medicine intake, often with debilitating side 
affects. “I couldn’t take it anymore”, Greg said. 
Last year the side effects necessitated two cranial 
surgeries to remove blood clots in his brain.

“What keeps me alive is the experimental 
drugs.” Greg is grateful that the 

drug companies provide his 
medication that costs $25,000 a 
month. He owes much to his 
two pulmonary doctors at 
University of Arizona who often 
use the words “miracle” and 
“amazing” when talking about 
Greg. “They have never seen 
anyone with pulmonary 
hypertension adapt so well.” He 
tries new experimental drugs 
when he can no longer tolerate 

the affects of previous ones. His doctors ask him to 
mentor others with this disease, undoubtedly 
because of his fighting spirit and enthusiasm for 
living.

Greg told me the story of when he was in the 
hospital, a low point in his life, feeling sorry for 
himself. The nurse wheeled him to the children’s 
cancer ward and asked him to read to the kids. 
“You’ve had 47 years of a good life,” the nurse said. 
“Looking at those little kids, knowing most would 
not have long to live, I vowed I would never 

complain again.” It is a lesson he has 
never forgotten.
I asked Greg what BAJA means to him. 
Greg exclaimed, “BAJA literally saved 
my life! Life is a short window for me. 
The friendships I have made through 
softball have extended and raised the 
quality of my life. It gives me a reason 
to go forward, a motivation to get up 
every morning, to work, stay fit, get 

better at softball, and to keep battling 
my disease”.

The highlight for Greg was in 2011 when he co-
coached a BAJA team with his dad Husten.

Wa"y Towne

STORIES FROM BAJA

Husten & Greg Pettet
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BAJA SUMMER GOLF
Jim Czech

 With summer upon us, so are lower golfing prices and the 
opportunities to play other local courses. We continue to play each 
Tuesday at The Haven and at the Tubac Golf 
Resort courses, as well other local courses 
with the Thursday traveling golf group.

Tubac Golf Resort
With Roger Hinterthuer in the 

Northwoods of Wisconsin for the summer, 
Mark Youran is handling the signups for people wishing to play the 
Tubac Resort course on Tuesdays. The first tee times vary some, 
but generally are in the 9:00-10:00 a.m. range. So, if you would 
like to join Mark’s group, he can be reached via email, 
marcus8647@gmail.com. Let him know, by the weekend, if you 
wish to play the following Tuesday so that he can arrange for an 
adequate number of tee times.

The Haven
The BAJA golf group at The Haven plays each Tuesday 

morning, beginning about 9:00 a.m. If you would like to play with 
the group at The Haven, contact Bob Malkovich (520-625-2488) by 
at least the preceding Saturday morning so that he can arrange for 
the proper number of tee times. Leave a message if necessary.

Traveling BAJA Golf Group
The Thursday Baja golf group continues to play at various 

courses in the area. Recently, courses as distant as Nogales, 
Benson, and northern Tucson are played. The Tucson City courses, 
Tubac, Rio Rico, Crooked Tree, The Pines, etc. are on the play list.  
The players car-pool from sites in Green Valley to the courses, 
sharing driving responsibilities. During the summer, we try to play 
other courses also, which may be priced a bit higher in the winter 
months. Contact Jim Czech (czecher2@msn.com) if you would like 
to join the Thursday group for golf. If you wish to golf the 
following Thursday, let him know by the preceding Tuesday 
evening.

Notification of Upcoming Golf Events
If you would like to be informed of the courses to be played 

the following Thursday or would like to be notified of Tuesday’s 
golf schedules, contact Mark Youran, Bob Malkovich or Jim 
Czech, and your name will be added to the weekly notifications.

If you do not have email, you can call any of those individuals 
for information regarding the following week’s golf activities.

Calendar
October 6

I Survived the Summer Party

October 26

White Elephant Parade

January 12, 2014

Welcome Back Party

February 23, 2014

BAJA Night at the Gaslight Theater

March 4, 2014

Miniature Golf Party

March 23, 2013

Bye-Bye Birdie Party

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
BAJA Sunshine Lady Doris Naughton

Norm Brooks had shoulder 
surgery to repair a torn biceps 
tendon.

If you know of anyone that is 
hospitalized or has any other health 
issues please tell one of the Board 
Members or Doris Naughton. 

mailto:marcus8647@gmail.com
mailto:marcus8647@gmail.com
mailto:czecher2@msn.com
mailto:czecher2@msn.com
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TO ALL BAJA MEMBERS:
We have received a Federal Grant in the amount of $35,000 that will go toward a twelve-station 

Exercise Trail (Health Walk) in Canoa Preserve Park. The money is to arrive in September and construction 
should start as soon as we are notified that the funds have been deposited in the Pima County Parklands 
Foundation Account Specific to BAJA Project 137.

We still need a few thousand dollars to match a generous Challenge Grant which has been put forth by 
an anonymous BAJA donor. When matched, this will fund the shade structures for the future bleachers. 
BAJA funds are used only for BAJA priorities. Let's get our 2013 tax-deductible donations in now! You 
winter-visitors will be amazed at what improvements will have been partially or completely made when you 
return. By July we will have completed application for grants totaling over $600,000. Wish us luck!

In the future Bond Issue we are still a Tier 1, four million dollar priority, but that could change at any 
time. Please make your check payable to Pima County Parklands Foundation, specific for BAJA Project 
#137, and mail to:

Gregoria Tucker, NRPR, 3500 W River Road, Tucson AZ 85741.
Thank you!

Chuck Catino

COMMISSIONER’S ARTICLE
I am looking forward to this year.  Over the 

next few Newsletters I hope to cover some of the 
things that will be going on in the next league 
season.  Summer ball is in full swing and we 
are getting 20 to 25 folks attending.  
Starting June 3rd we will have batting 
practice at 0730 with the game at 0830.  
Many thanks to our grounds crew, who will 
be getting up even earlier to keep the fields 
in top shape.  They have done a tremendous job to 
date.

Some things that are in the works right now:  
We have been asked to support the Green 

Valley Senior games by holding a tournament as 
part of the games.  More details on that as I get 
them.

We are also researching how we can support 
the Wounded Warrior Foundation by holding a 

benefit tournament.  We would like to get about 12 
to 15 teams together for an “ASA bat only” 
tournament.  I fully believe area teams will jump at 
the chance to support this great cause.

I would ask that all members keep working at 
recruiting new members.  We have done well so 
far this summer with the addition of about a 
dozen new players.  I hope this trend continues. 
I will make every effort to have at least six 
teams in the Recreation league this year.  This is 

one of my priorities.
For those who stay in GV all year, I hope to see 

you at the field, for our winter visitors, stay in 
shape and be ready to play this fall.  As always any 
questions or suggestions please feel free to contact 
me either in person or via email anytime.  My email 
is gary.anderson4@cox.net!

Gary Anderson

mailto:gary.anderson4@cox.net
mailto:gary.anderson4@cox.net
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BAJA Sporting Club

PO Box 1341

Green Valley, AZ 85622

    BAJA    
CYCLISTS, BOWLERS, GOLFERS, AND 

SOFTBALL PLAYERS….
PLEASE PUT THESE SPECIAL DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR 

FOR 2013-2014
Sunday October 6, 2013  I Survived the Summer…
Sunday January 12, 2014  Welcome Back Party…
Sunday February 23, 2014 Gaslight Theater…
Tuesday March 4, 2014  Miniature Golf Party…
Sunday March 23, 2014  Bye-Bye Birdie Party…

Watch for more information coming to you by email!


