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Notes from the BAJA Board
The BAJA Board of Directors has selected Gary 

Anderson to continue his role as Softball commissioner for 
one more year. 

The board voted to limit the softball commissioner's 
tenure to two consecutive years. A new softball 
commissioner will be selected next year.

The BAJA board wants to thank Marty Camacho, Mike 
Sommer, and Steve Aiken for attending the BAJA Board 
meeting. Your input, ideas, and knowledge of BAJA softball 
made for a big learning experience for the board members. 
We have several new board members, as well as several folks 
who are relatively new to BAJA, and we found your great 
ideas and enthusiasm very valuable, increasing our 
understanding and perspective of BAJA.

Mike Sommer’s excellent idea of the formation of a 
softball advisory committee is being put into policy. The 
board all agreed with the importance of this concept and we 
have voted to make it a structured part of the softball 
program. In addition, it was good for us to become aware of 
the mission statement Mike shared with us as well as the 
commissioner's time-line duties document he created. 
Mike’s idea to increase the recreation league rosters number 
of players will very likely be followed next season. We also 
liked his ideas about a different way to select teams as well 
as lowering social function prices to increase attendance.

Steve Aiken’s thoughts on tapping our local community 
to increase public relations and expand BAJA membership 
are wonderful. The board would like Steve to chair a 
committee position for this purpose. The board jumped on 
his excellent idea to create a Head Umpire position to 
recruit, train, and encourage umpire development. We have 
created this role as part of the Softball Advisory Committee 
to be an integral part of the next softball season. 

Marty Camacho’s vast experience in umpiring and 
softball is a goldmine to BAJA. The Board agrees with 
Marty’s ideas about using the smaller ball for women. The 
smaller ball is used in coed leagues across the country and 
our old men pitchers can adapt. It shows that BAJA 
encourages and welcomes women to our organization, not 
just tolerates them. BAJA's future growth, especially in 

attracting and keeping women softball players, may be 
contingent upon this policy. The Board agrees with Marty 
that the summer BAJA softball operation could benefit 
from some changes. The Board his ideas about making 
summer ball more like a structured practice, during which 
players could focus on improving specific skills through 
drills (taking infield hits, learning different positions) with 
a few volunteer coaches. The Board also liked Marty’s idea 
encouraging two-person team managers. Having co-
managers sets up a support, training situation that would 
help keep the team manager pool filled for the future. And 
in most situations, two heads are better than one. 

Again, the BAJA Board thanks each of you for your 
service; past, present and future to our club. Through your 
time, thoughts and energy, BAJA Sports Club continues to 
grow and improve, and maintain our status as the best 
senior sports organization in the country. 

SECOND ANNUAL BAJA FUN DAY 

The second annual BAJA Fun Day date has been set. 
Get your game on, your costumes ready and mark it in 
your calendar. The 2015 BAJA Fun Day will be held 
on Friday, January 9th, from 11 am to 1 pm.
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BAJA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Wally Towne

Softball Advisory Committee

The BAJA Board of Directors has voted for the creation of an 
ongoing Softball Advisory Committee. The members of this 
committee will be selected by the current softball commissioner.

With the growth of the BAJA softball program, the demand 
upon the softball commissioner has also expanded. The softball 
commissioner job includes; finding team managers, creating and 
modifying team-league rules, organizing and planning season and 
tournament games, interpreting and deciding rule disputes, 
coordinating with field and equipment managers, problem solving 
personnel and substitute pool players, running two leagues which 
have different policies, equipment, and rules, interacting with 10-12 
sponsors, ordering uniforms and team awards, as well as many other 
duties not mentioned. 

BAJA has many capable, intelligent members with a great deal of 
experience; many who are willing to lend their expertise to help the 
softball program run efficiently. With a formal Softball Advisory 
Committee, some of these jobs can be delegated and shared. The 
many decisions that must be made before and during the softball 
season can benefit by this valuable group.

The Softball Advisory Committee shall be selected by the 
current Softball Commissioner and will contain four members. The 
make up of this group is suggested to be the following: 1. a past 
softball commissioner  2.  a person in charge of rules and umpires  
3. a member from the grounds/equipment crew 4. the assistant 
commissioner, preferably representing the league in which the 
commissioner is not playing in.

The four goals of the Softball Advisory Committee are:
1. reduce the pressure on the softball commissioner for being 

expected to know and do everything.
2. improve the efficiency of the softball operation.
3. build in a sounding board for ideas, decisions and policies that 

must be made before and during the softball season.
4. incorporate the concept that five senior brains are better than 

one senior brain.

BAJA ANNUAL DUES

Annual dues collection will begin in 
September. Softball players will need to have 
their dues paid by November 1st to be 
eligible for the draft in either league.

General Membership = $25.00 and includes 
participation in all BAJA sponsored bowling, 
golf, cycling, and social events / activities.

Softball Membership = $50.00 and includes 
participation in all BAJA sponsored softball, 
bowling, golf, cycling, and social events / 
activities.

Please make your checks made payable to 
BAJA Sporting Club and mail to PO

Box 1341, Green Valley, AZ 85622.

Send inquiries to 
bajasportingclub@outlook.com

BAJA’S NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
BAJA has a new email address -  bajasportingclub@outlook.com - to 

deal exclusively with BAJA email correspondence.  Please save this 
email address in your contact folders for future email correspondence 
relating to BAJA.

This email will be used to broadcast membership news, alerts, 
updates or forwarding information on behalf of other BAJA members. 

BAJA Board of Directors
WALLY TOWNE
President
BOB BARRY
Vice President
STEVE TERRELL
Board Member
JIM BREWER
Treasurer/Membership Chair
BOB HOYLER
Secretary/Field of Dreams
JIM WELSCH
Social Chair
JEAN MCELDOWNEY
Board Member

Coordinators
GARY ANDERSON
Softball
ROGER HINTERTHUER, BOB 
MALKOVICH, JIM CZECH
Golf
LUANN MEIER
Bowling
BOB EPSTEIN
Bicycling
DORIS NAUGHTON
Sunshine Lady

mailto:bajasportingclub@outlook.com
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SOFTBALL END OF SEASON POLLING 
RESULTS

Gary Anderson
Another season has ended  and I am looking forward to 

my second term as Commissioner.   I hope to improve in 
this second season with the lessons I have learned and 
feedback from all of you.   I would like to thank all of you 
that completed the survey sheet during the tournament 
that Wendy put together.  A lot of good comments and 
ideas were gathered:  we had 66 folks happy with the 
league, 11 thought the league was ok, and 4 that were 
dissatisfied.   I believe this shows that we are on the right 
track; however, improvements can be made.  For those of 
you that didn’t get the chance to complete the survey don’t 
worry.  Please feel free to email me with your comments 
and ideas any time at gary.anderson4@cox.net.!

One major change that has already been implemented 
is the formation of the Commissioner’s Advisory 
Committee that will provide advice and help on league-
wide issues.  The committee will consist of a past 
commissioner, a fields and facilities rep, and a Chief 
Umpire.  The committee members have been chosen and 
are as follows:  Past Commissioner is Norm Brooks, Field 
Rep is Craig Burgess, and the Chief Umpire will be Marty 
Camacho.  Wendy Towne has agreed to continue her role as 
assisstant softball commissioner and is the fifth member of 
the Softball Advisory Committee. As you can see, there is a 
great deal of expertise here, and I know they will be of great 
value to Wendy and I next season.

I would like to discuss two rules that will be 
implemented this coming season.  First, for both leagues, all 
pitchers will be required to wear a facemask.   This is not 
just a BAJA rule; both ASA and SSUSA have implemented 
it and, for Risk Management and insurance purposes, we 
will also.  The second rule is for the Rec League only.  If 
both pitchers decline the use of the pitching screen, it will 
be removed from the field.  If a relief pitcher comes into 
the game and wants the screen to be used, it will be put 
back onto the field and used by both pitchers.  

Next I would like to comment on some of the 
suggestions that were gathered from the survey:

Allow more players from out of town:   The Board 
voted last year to allow 10 out of town players to join BAJA.  
Since we did not reach that number of players,  I feel there 
is no need to increase that number.  We can re-examine the 
issue once we reach that goal.

Assign two Umps and an official scorer per game:  
Though ideal, I do not think this is feasible because we just 
do not have enough people willing to umpire.  I will ask the 
Chief Umpire to take on this issue once we find out how 
many volunteers we attend the umpire clinic.  I also feel 
that we do not need to assign scorekeepers since we have a 

number of family and friends that like to do this task, and 
they do a fine job.

Run by Rule:  This issue has come up before.  We 
have tried it and found it hard to umpire and most folks 
didn’t like it.

Expand the Rosters:  Of course this will be 
dependent on how many players we have next year.  I do 
believe we should expand the rosters before we think 
about adding another team to the leagues.

Inter-League Play:  I really do not think this is a 
good idea, for personal safety of all players.  There may be 
a number of folks from the Rec League that would like to 
test their skills against Allison players, however I know 
there are many that would or should not.  We cannot 
require them to do so.

Paid Umpires:   Being an umpire myself, this sounds 
appealing, but, to do this, we would have to eliminate all 
(6) certified ASA umpires from calling our games.  
Volunteering is fine but, the ASA Umpire Assoc. really 
frowns upon those umpires that will work for cut rates.  
The going rate per game for a certified ump is $25 to $35 
per game, which is way out of our price range, and we 
have enough in house talent anyway.

There were a number of issues that I intend on 
polling you all before we decide:

Instituting a starting 1 and 1 count:  I suggested 
this last year to help the games move along.  It is worth 
re-visiting.

Instituting the Flip-Flop Rule:   For those of you 
not familiar with this rule, the Flip-Flop Rule is to allow 
the home team, when down by a significant number, to 
bat in the top of the 7th inning to attempt to catch up.  It 
can eliminate a half inning of play and speed up game 
times.

Reformat the End of Season Tournament:  The 
choices would be a double elimination, a single 
elimination or a round robin.   The formats could be 
different for each league.

Game Lengths (Rec League Only):  The 
suggestions will remain the same, one 9 inning game, or 
two 5 inning games.

As you can see, Wendy and I have some work still 
ahead of us.  Through-out the off season I will be 
contacting all of you via email on a number of issues.  
Please take the time to respond since I am relying on your 
feedback.  Enjoy the off season (heal up) and I hope to see 
you at the ball park

mailto:gary.anderson4@cox.net
mailto:gary.anderson4@cox.net
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BAJA NEWBIES
Wally Towne

This summer our softball fields have attracted 
several new players. Last week I found seven rookies 
during warm ups and will introduce them to our club.

Doug Areson is from Eastern Washington and 
now lives in Green Valley all year round. He and his 
wife have been here three years. He says he use to run 
a lot but now it's hiking and softball.

Donna Harrison is Dorie's sister. Donna is 
orginally from Cleveland but has lived in Benson, 
Arizona for 35 years where she worked for the power 
company. Donna says she enjoys playing the pickup 
games and is still debating about joining BAJA league 
play.

Perry Heath is from Reno, Nevada, where he 
worked for risk management for the school district. 
Perry is actually returning to his childhood home. 
He attended Continental School from 1960 through 
1967. Perry does a lot of swimming and likes to play 
basketball. 

Randy Drenning is originally from the hills of 
Pennsylvania. He has been teaching high school 
special education in Nogalas for 14 years. Randy was 
installing some windows for Dick Portmann, a long 
time BAJA guy, who told him about softball. After 
seeing him hit the ball to the fence everytime at bat, 
the Allison league managers better put his name high 
on their draft list.
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Kelly Brown, originally from Texas, has been 
in Arizona since 1974. Kelly lives with his daughter, a 
senior at SHS, who he has raised on his own since 
she was two years old. Kelly plans to play BAJA this 
season while still working for FedEx. Kelly says he 
works hard and plays hard. He likes to fish, play golf 
and just started bowling.

Stacy Michaels has been in Colorado for the 
past 38 years were he was an attorney and 
prosecutor. He says his last job in Nevada was his 
most interesting. He was exploring for minerals, 
copper and gold. “I always knew I liked the desert 
but that is where I fell in love with it.” He was 
introduced to BAJA by Bart Prieve. 

 
John Cole is from San Diego where he worked 

for the city and county for 38 years. He says there is 
much more air to breath out here in Arizona than 
crowded California. John played a bit in BAJA last 
year and is looking forward to a full season. “BAJA 
has a good group of guys and it’s the place to be right 
now.”

HI BAJA MEMBERS,
This is an update on the eight foot apron at 

Canoa Preserve Park. The County will have this 
completed by Opening Day. The cost of this project 
from 2013 has gone up approximately 30% as the 
construction companies are busier and the material 
costs have increased as well as the costs of the 
construction documents and grading. Our Insurance 
requirements have also doubled. We have sold 5 new 
banners, but this is not enough.

 To date only 18 of the 137 Softball Players have 
donated, we need the other 119 Players to participate 
in the form of a $100 one time donation directly to 
the Parklands Foundation BAJA Project # 137. It is 
up to All of us to help fund this NOW or we will be 
forced to rely on it possibly being funded in 2016!

  Come on People Join your Teammates and 
let's all get this Project Funded as a BAJA priority!

Chuck Catino
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Calendar
September 13
Kick-in for Anza at Canoa Ranch

September 27
Fiesta Sahuarita 2014

January 9
BAJA Fun Day

BAJA CYCLISTS
Just want to let you know that we've forgotten 

neither you nor the program. As summer draws to 
a close, we've already made some plans for BAJA 
cycling, once the softball season opens in January. 
This doesn't mean that nobody's going cycling 
before that. On the contrary we who live here all 
year, do a lot of cycling, and you're invited. When 
you get back to town, you know who and where we 
are. Just ask.

For those of you who've asked: Toward the end 
of last (cycling) year, one of our riders was injured 
when he fell on one of our rides. I've been in touch 
with him and he's fine. The reason I know that is 
because he spent more time complaining about 
how much it cost him to have his bike repaired, 
than how serious his injury was.

We do everything we can avoid dangerous 
conditions, but we're enthusiastic about what we 
do, and there's no guarantee that you're not going 

to fall. Remember: The first rule of cycling is: DON'T 
GET OFF TILL IT STOPS! 

Last year we started going downtown to ride the 
cycling paths created by the city of Tucson. 

We explored several sections, and with the help of 
one of our members, who's an S.AV. officer, we hope to 
explore more this year. We're looking forward to that.

We've got some new members this year - local 
folks who've recently begun riding and are having lots 
of fun. We hope to see more of you BAJA folks on our 
Friday rides so...get in shape. We'll start out with some 
"Weenie" rides of 15 miles or so...but not many. So if 
you're not riding while you're home you'd better start.

We're looking forward to seeing you soon.
Bobby and the rest of the gang down here in 

Green Valley.
Bobby Epstein

BAJA BOWLERS
Lu Meier

We had a great time with everyone last 
year and we are very hopeful that all teams will 
be returning next year.

We are always looking for more bowlers so 
think about it during the summer and give us a 
call at 520 399-0785, if you are interested in 
starting your own team for next year.

Have a safe and fun-filled spring and 
summer and hope to see you all next January!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Kick In For Anza At Canoa Ranch
Saturday, September 13th. 2014 from 10 am - 2 pm
Historic Hacienda de la Canoa (Historic Canoa Ranch)
5375 Interstate 19 Frontage Rd, Green Valley, AZ 85622
Open to the public; self-guided tours with docents, 
exhibits & displays, guest speaker, catered meal (ticket 
purchase in advance required for meal); all donations 
help fund the Anza Trail Color Guard to appear in the 
annual White Elephant Parade in Green Valley on Oct. 
25 and the 2014 Anza Day at Canoa Ranch on Oct. 26.
- For more Information: http://webcms.pima.gov/cms/
One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=159768 
 

Fiesta Sahuarita 2014
Saturday, September 27th. 2014 from 12 pm - 9 pm
Anamax Park
Sahuarita, AZ 85629
Free admission; exhibits, displays, & much more; food 
for sale; a non-perishable food donation to support the 
Green Valley/Sahuarita Community Food Bank is 
appreciated.
- For more Information: http://fiestasahuarita.com

http://webcms.pima.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=159768
http://webcms.pima.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=159768
http://webcms.pima.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=159768
http://webcms.pima.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=159768
http://fiestasahuarita.com/
http://fiestasahuarita.com/
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BAJA Sporting Club

PO Box 1341

Green Valley, AZ 85622

bajasportingclub@outlook.com

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
 BAJA Sunshine Lady Doris Naughton

Sympathy cards were sent to
Vicki Coleman  (Husband passed away)
Gary Peelman  (Dad passed away)

Get well cards were sent to:
Billy Huff
Norm Brooks  (intestinal)
Pat Sommer  (broken ankle & leg
Charlie Attwood  (on oxygen)

BAJA GOLF
With the higher temperatures of summer, the 

number of BAJA golfers playing Tuesdays at Haven 
and at Tubac  has been reduced to one or two 
foursomes, at either course. Both of these courses 
remain in excellent condition. Since the number of 
all golfers has dropped for the summer, playing 
time is often in the 3.5 to 4 hours range. And with 
the early starts, we do complete 18 holes before the 
higher temperature of the afternoon occurs.

With fewer BAJA golfers available for the 
summer, Thursday BAJA golf has been 
discontinued for the summer. Even thought here 
are some really great golf deals at the courses, 
interest in playing Thursdays has not been 
significant enough to field even one or two 
foursomes. If the interest is present when our 
snowbirds return, the Thursday group could begin 
play again, probably in early October. It will 
depend on the group’s level of interest.

So, if anyone wishes to play some great golf, 
give Bob Malkovich a call (Haven) or Jim Czech 
(Tubac). There are currently many tee times open!

Wendy & Wally Towne pass out the Newsletter 
at a Chamber of Commerce event.

mailto:bajasportingclub@outlook.com
mailto:bajasportingclub@outlook.com
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