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County to honor Chuck’s go-to guy 
By Dan Shearer
dshearer@gvnews.com

At least Jim Brewer can laugh 

when he tells the story. 

He’d been playing softball in 

the BAJA leagues for just a year 

when he attended the group’s an-

nual meeting in 2014. And it was 

election night. 

Two open board seats, two 

names put forward. Then came 

the surprise: Somebody stood 

up and nominated Brewer from 

the floor. The same guy — one 

of  the original board candidates 

— then withdrew his own name. 

Brewer was in.  

“I said, ‘Oh, what the heck,’” 

Brewer recalls. And he’s been pret-

ty much at a full sprint ever since.

He must be doing something 

right; Pima County’s Parks 

& Recreation Commission is 

honoring Brewer with the first 

Chuck Catino Community Lead-

ership Award this month. The 

award was named in honor of  

the driver behind Canoa Pre-

serve Park, where the softball 

complex is named in his honor. 

Catino died in 2014. 

Brewer’s nomination had enthu-

siastic support from Catino’s wife, 

Mary Lu, and her family. 

Some would call Catino — a 

former union negotiator from 

Chicago — a tireless advocate for 

Green Valley’s first public park. 

Relentless would be more ac-

curate. He dealt with everything 

from land donations to county 

funding to the leveling of  dirt on 

the site of  what would become 

two ballfields. His work paid off  

when the first phase of  the park 

opened in January 2013. 

Catino was happy but not sat-

isfied. He used the momentum 

to draw attention to the ultimate 

goal: completing the entire park 

project. 

But soon he’d learn that illness 

wouldn’t let him see it through. 

He’d have to hand it off.  Christopher Boan Green Valley News 

Jim Brewer took the handoff from Chuck Catino, building a dream 
at Canoa Preserve Park. 

Brewer takes BAJA to next level

See BREWER, A10

David Rookhuyzen Green Valley News

Dave Van Abel, a member of the Casa Paloma II HOA board, stands in front of a reclaimed section of wash running 
through the neighborhood. Van Abel spearheaded a project to clean up the 1,027-foot wash.

Do it yourself!

By David Rookhuyzen
drookhuyzen@gvnews.com

O
ne Green Valley neigh-

borhood is learning that 

if  you want something 

done – and done right – some-

times you have to go out and do 

it yourself.

For the past two weeks, mem-

bers of  the Casa Paloma II HOA 

have been dedicating a few 

hours each morning to reclaim 

what once was an ugly section 

of  a wash running alongside 

dozens of  homes. 

The 1,027-foot – roughly two-

tenths of  a mile – stretch passes 

between houses along Camino 

del Vate and Camino De Las Pro-

fetas. A concrete retaining wall 

on the Camino del Vate side was 

installed in the 1970s, but had 

become overrun with creeping 

rosemary bushes. During heavy 

rain, runoff  through the choked 

channel was an issue, not to 

mention erosion.

After receiving some com-

plaints, Dave Van Abel, a former 

civil engineer and entrepreneur, 

and others on the HOA board 

hatched a plan to reclaim the 

wash. They called for clearing 

out the brush, lining the top of  

the concrete wall with 30 tons of  

riprap, and spreading 60 tons of  

two-inch crushed rock along the 

top to control erosion. A bank 

was built next to houses at the 

bottom of  the wall to keep water 

flowing through the wash and 

out of  the neighborhood.

Some said the board may 

have bitten off  a bit more than 

it could chew – and the first few 

days working by hand seemed 

to bear that out – but with some 

volunteer support and the rental 

of  a Bobcat tractor, the project 

has moved forward.

“We didn’t take this on expect-

ing to fail,” Van Abel said.

Though the first stabs at clear-

ing out the wash began Jan. 

27, the regular weekday morn-

ing work got going in earnest 

Feb. 17 after the arrival of  the 

Bobcat. Work typically starts 

around 8 or 8:30 and will go for 

two to three hours. 

Van Abel said volunteer 

support has been good, with 

an average of  eight to 10 – and 

once as many as 18 – homeown-

ers coming out to put in a few 

hours of  work. On a typical 

day they can get 50 to 75 feet 

of  wash done. On Tuesday, an 

80-foot strip of  crushed rock 

was put on top of  the wash 

while several unwanted cactus-

es were removed from the bed.

It’s turned out to be quite the 

deal for the HOA. Before the full 

scope of  what needed to be done 

was known, a contractor esti-

mated he could do it for $25,000; 

HOA builds a 
safer wash — 
and friendships 

Food banks
need help before
fruit goes bad

Christopher Boan Green Valley News

Deloris Heikkila has two trees bursting with fruit she’d like 
to donate to local food banks. “I hate to see it go to waste,” she said.

Ellen Sussman Special to the Green Valley News

Time to dance 
Jon and Jeanette Walczyk danced away Saturday afternoon 
at a concert by Tiempo Nuevo at The Shoppes at La Posada. It was 
the second in a series of six concerts and brought out about 200 
people. The Concerts for Casa series raises funds for Casa Com-
munity Services programs. The next free concert is noon Saturday 
featuring Crossfire and their high-energy, dance tunes.

By Dan Shearer
dshearer@gvnews.com

Deloris Heikkila has 

sent a couple of  boxes to 

Texas and eaten plenty 

herself, but she’s still 

looking at two trees in 

her yard packed with 

hundreds of  Valencia 

oranges and Ruby Red 

grapefruit. And she’d like 

to share them. 

There’s the problem. 

For years, she has al-

lowed gleaners from the 

Amado-Green Valley-Sa-

huarita Community Food 

Bank to pick the fruit to 

be distributed to local 

clients. But this year, the 

food bank is low on vol-

unteers even as hundreds 

of  trees get heavier with 

fruit every day.  

Mary Jane Goodrick, 

who heads the food 

bank, says volunteer 

gleaners reach 275 to 300 

homes a year. Since 2009, 

when the program be-

gan, they’ve picked just 

See GLEAN, A9

See WASH, A9
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RAISING LEADERSHIP
Catino got to know 

Brewer about a year 

before he died, and recog-

nized something special 

in him. Brewer, 59, could 

identify problems and 

come up with workable 

solutions. He was diplo-

matic, smart and dedi-

cated to BAJA. He wasn’t 

afraid to lead — or to del-

egate. Catino had discov-

ered the next generation 

of  leadership and poured 

himself  into Brewer.

“He started introduc-

ing me as his protegee,” 

Brewer said with a grin, 

shaking his head.  

Catino’s connections 

slowly and deliberately 

became Brewer’s — Green 

Valley Recreation, the 

Greater Green Valley 

Community Foundation, 

Pima County leaders, even 

several visits to the news-

paper. Brewer said it was 

during those car trips that 

he really got to know the 

ballfields’ namesake, but 

he didn’t realize he’d been 

a hand-picked successor 

until a couple of  months 

before Catino died. 

“I didn’t know what was 

happening,” he says with a 

laugh. “Nobody wanted to 

take a direct leadership role 

because your life as you 

knew it ceased to exist.”

But Brewer understood 

Catino’s vision and knew 

BAJA could use his expe-

rience — a 20-year stint in 

the Marines, an MBA, and 

two post-military careers 

that had him identifying 

challenges and improving 

processes for businesses, 

including Raytheon. 

Along with that, Brewer 

had the temperament to 

pull it off  — self-depre-

cating, patient, generally 

easygoing and positive. It 

hasn’t been painless, but 

it has been successful.  

 

MOVING AHEAD
A good part of  Brewer’s 

work has been spent re-

introducing BAJA — the 

Born Again Jocks Asso-

ciation — to Green Valley. 

Many people see it simply 

as a softball league; Brew-

er wants to recapture the 

spirit of  the non-profit 

that began 20 years ago, 

whose goal was to serve 

the community. 

Catino was the face 

of  the organization for 

years, and that was one 

of  the reasons the park 

project got off  the ground. 

But with that launched, 

Brewer changed the strat-

egy and the focus. 

He has named point 

people within BAJA 

to take the message to 

groups they already have 

a connection with. If  

you’re a Rotarian, you’re 

now the face of  BAJA for 

Rotary. Serve on a board 

of  a non-profit? You’re 

now BAJA’s point person 

to reach that group. Lots 

of  people reaching out, 

where before there was 

just one.    

Brewer also created BA-

JA Ambassadors, which 

held its first event in 

January — a toilet paper 

drive for local food banks. 

Its goal: Serve wherever 

needed. They even recent-

ly helped somebody move. 

Brewer said they’re 

looking at securing a dif-

ferent type of  non-profit 

status to collect donations 

for future phases of  the 

park, and BAJA worked 

with the county to fund 

restrooms at Canoa Pre-

serve Park. The work 

should start in a couple of  

months, he said. 

Brewer is banking on 

the restrooms drawing 

more attention to fun-

draising efforts for the 

park — nobody likes port-

a-potties, he says. The 

next phase of  the park, 

which was dealt a blow 

when the Pima County 

bond package was voted 

down in November, could 

include six Pickleball 

courts, a soccer field, a 

dog park and two more 

ballfields. It’s a work in 

progress and will be for a 

while. 

As for Brewer, the Ohio 

native has a lot more he 

wants to accomplish be-

fore his board term is up 

next year. 

In a weaker moment, 

though, he’ll tell you what 

he really wants to do: “I 

want to go back to work so 

I can get some time off.”

Dan Shearer 547-9770

BREWER
Continued from A1

Christopher Boan Green Valley News 

Jim Brewer (left) chats with Alan Cram and Wendy Towne during BAJA’s slate of softball action Monday. 

If you go
Jim Brewer will receive the first Chuck Catino 

Community Leadership Award at 9:30 a.m. March 

11 at the Pima County Parks and Recreation Com-

mission meeting,  3500 W. River Road, Tucson. 

Supervisor Ray Carroll will then present the award 

at the Pima County Board of Supervisors meeting 

at 9 a.m. March 15, 130 W. Congress, Tucson. The 

award will be given annually. 

“Chuck Catino was an amazing advocate for 

Green Valley, whose absence is felt by the commu-

nity every day,” Carroll told the Green Valley News. 

“... If there were a man to carry on his legacy, it 

would be Jim Brewer.”
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Please join us for the 23rd Annual

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016

8:00 am – 12:00 pm
GVR West Social Center

Free Health Screenings

Local Health Care Providers

Wellness Promotion Programs

Recreation and Physical Fitness

Demonstrations & Activities

Safety & Accident Prevention
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Take the Next Step to 

Better Hearing

If you or a loved one are struggling to hear in group 

conversations, on the phone, or in noisy places, 

even with your hearing aids, it’s time to consider 

solutions beyond hearing aids, including cochlear 

implant technology.

With today’s advancements in technology, an 

increasing number of people with significant 

hearing loss are enjoying restored hearing. To 

learn more about options for better hearing, join 

us for an educational seminar covering the very 

latest advances in hearing technology.

Free Seminar!
Three locations, three dates:

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016

Arizona Hearing Specialists – Ventana

6969 E. Sunrise Drive, Suite 203, Tucson, AZ 85750

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2016

Arizona Hearing Specialists – Northwest

7574 N. La Cholla Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85741

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016

Arizona Hearing Specialists – Green Valley

Community Performance & Arts Center

1250 W. Continental Road, Green Valley, AZ 85622

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Come meet recipients and professionals who use and 

work with these amazing technology solutions!

To RSVP, call 520.742.2845 

or email info@arizonahearing.com

Your audiologist can perform tests to determine whether you are a cochlear implant candidate. For more information 

on the benefits of cochlear implant technology, visit AdvancedBionics.com.

027-M699-03    ©2016 Advanced Bionics AG and affiliates. All rights reserved.
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If you or a loved one are struggling to hear in  
group conversations, on the phone, or in noisy  
places,even with your hearing aids, it’s time to  
consider solutions beyond hearing aids, including  
cochlear implant technology.

With today’s advancements in technology, an
increasing number of people with signiicant
hearing loss are enjoying restored hearing. To
learn more about options for better hearing, join
us for an educational seminar covering the very
latest advances in hearing technology.

Free Seminar!
Three locations, three dates:

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016

Arizona Hearing Specialists – Green Valley
Community Performance & Arts Center
1250 W. Continental Road, Green Valley, AZ 85622
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016

Arizona Hearing Specialists – Ventana
6969 E. Sunrise Drive, Suite 203, Tucson, AZ 85750
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2016
Arizona Hearing Specialists – Northwest
7574 N. La Cholla Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85741
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Come meet recipients and professionals who use and
work with these amazing technology solutions!

To RSVP, call 520.742.2845
or email info@arizonahearing.com

Your audiologist can perform tests to determine whether you are a cochlear implant candidate.  
For more information on the bene�ts of cochlear implant technology, visit AdvancedBionics.com.

027-M699-03 ©2016 Advanced Bionics AG and afiliates. All rights reserved.
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at Green Valley
Prestige Assisted Living

Choice, Convenience and

!

Live the way you want to live.

Prestige Assisted Living in Green Valley features spacious studio, one bedroom 

and two bedroom apartments for Senior Living – Assisted Living and Memory 

Care. Call today to set up your personal tour and complimentary lunch.

(520) 648-5583 | www.PrestigeCare.com | 1175 S. Abrego Dr. | Green Valley, AZ 85614
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